Newsletter
Addition

Appeal for support
Zharina Nikko Casil
UWC Maastricht 2017
Hi all, this year we actually have one more candidate not featured in the
newsletter, who, with your help, we may be able to send to her UWC.
Zharina Nikko Casil from Bambang National High School was selected to
attend UWC Maastricht on a 75% scholarship, and about Php 377,500 has to
be raised for her first year (this amount includes airfare and pocket money).
In this Newsletter Addition are her appeal letter, our endorsement letter for
her and a few other documents. We are currently trying to raise the money
needed to fund her attendance. Read on and let the National Committee
know if you can help!

Se ct io n A3 .

Pe rs on al S ta te me nt s

1. We want to know how you embody the UWC’s mission and values. Why do
you want to represent the Philippines? Explain your interest in
attending a UWC and why the UWC should choose you. Describe what you
will contribute to the college, what you hope to gain from the
experience, and how you can give back. (max. 300 words)

	
  
I’m	
  a	
  girl	
  with	
  big	
  dreams.	
  One	
  of	
  those	
  is	
  the	
  dream	
  that	
  someday,	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  of	
  great	
  help	
  to	
  
my	
   fellow	
   Filipino	
   Citizens.	
   In	
   order	
   to	
   fulfill	
   those	
   dreams,	
   I	
   need	
   to	
   be	
   prepared	
   and	
   capable	
  
of	
  doing	
  a	
  great	
  job	
  as	
  a	
  student	
  today.	
  Joining	
  the	
  UWC	
  scholarship,	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  showcase	
  the	
  
Filipino	
  core	
  values	
   and	
  culture	
  to	
   other	
  nations.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  other	
  country’s	
  culture	
  
and	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
   it,	
   to	
  know	
  what	
  binds	
   and	
   makes	
  up	
   a	
  strong	
   nation.	
   I	
  grabbed	
  this	
  
opportunity	
  because	
  I	
  am	
  Filipina,	
  whose	
  heart	
  is	
  full	
  of	
  understanding,	
  whose	
  mind	
  is	
  full	
  of	
  
courage	
   and	
   determination,	
  whose	
  hands	
   are	
   selflessly	
  devoted	
   to	
   the	
  community	
   and	
   public	
  
service.	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  being	
  a	
  UWC	
  scholar	
  because	
  I	
  really	
  want	
  to	
  help	
  my	
  parents	
  and	
  to	
  
do	
   the	
   best	
   things	
   I	
   can,	
   to	
   be	
   a	
   representative	
   of	
   our	
   country	
   to	
   UWC.	
   I	
   have	
   big	
   dreams	
  and	
  
by	
  this	
  way,	
   I	
   am	
  trying	
   to	
   make	
   steps	
   to	
  achieve	
   it,	
  believing	
   that	
   one	
  step	
  at	
  a	
   time,	
  with	
  
perseverance	
  and	
  faith	
  in	
  God,	
  nothing	
  is	
  impossible.	
  
I	
  am	
  willing	
  to	
  open	
  up	
  my	
  mind	
  to	
  new	
  things.	
  Someday,	
  I	
  do	
  believe	
  that	
  I	
  could	
  apply	
  the	
  
things	
  I	
  have	
  learned	
  for	
  our	
  country’s	
  development.	
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UWC Philippines Community

Zharina’s Message to the
UWC Philippines Community

I am very happy to be part of the UWC scholarship program and be selected as the representative of our
country at UWC Maastricht, The Netherlands, with a scholarship grant of 75%.
I am Zharina Nikko Tomas Casil, 16 years of age, a student of Bambang National High School, Bambang
Nueva Vizcaya, Region 2.
As I have said in my application, I am a girl with big dreams. Upon learning the result of my application for
the scholarship, I was overwhelmed to know that I am granted such scholarship.
But since the UWC Maastricht will only shoulder 75% of the particulars, I am obliged to provide the remaining
25% of it which amounts to 12,500 Euros or 627,000 pesos for two years to be able to attend (not counting
airfare and pocket money). Unfortunately, my parents are not capable of producing such big amount of
money.
My parents got separated when I was 7 years old. Since
then, I lived with my great grandmother. I was trained and
used to being self-reliant with many responsibilities – to take
good care of myself, my lola, to do household chores, and
to be an excellent student at school as well. My mother got
employed as a domestic helper at Hong Kong for 8 months
now. My father does not have work; he is currently at the
NV Provincial jail for his full recovery from rehab due to
severe emotional stress. Beside from what have happened
to my family, especially to my father, I remained optimistic
and stronger. The challenges have inspired me to dream
big and take the risks.
My mother is the one who supports me, my studies, our
whole family and everything that we need. As such, we
cannot afford the said amount of money.
In accordance to this, may we ask for your financial support to help me get to UWC Maastricht, The
Netherlands.
It would be of great help for me and my parents to help me achieve my goals and dreams in life. I will
forever be grateful to the UWC family and I promise to exert all efforts to be worthy of your help as I pursue
the role of being a Filipina scholar at The Netherlands.
I believe that someday, I’ll be able to give back this assistance to my fellow Filipino citizens and to bring
honor to our country.
I am really willing to do all possible efforts to be able to attend. I hope for your positive response regarding
my plea. Thank you very much.

Respectfully yours,

Zharina Nikko T. Casil
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ENDORSEMENT LETTER for
Zharina Nikko Casil
UWC Maastricht 2017
Greetings!
Every year, students from all over the world are selected to represent
their countries in United World College (UWC) international schools, on
scholarship or financial aid, with the aim of promoting intercultural
understanding. UWC makes education a force to unite people,
nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future.
This year, the Philippine National Committee has selected Zharina
Nikko Tomas Casil to be one of five new Filipino United World College Scholars for UWC batch 2015-2017.
The offer is a 75% scholarship to study at the campus in Maastricht, The Netherlands. The full cost of attendance at the
school is 53,000 Euros, covering tuition, books, board, and lodging for the two year International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program. The school will cover 39,750 Euros (1,881,632.76 Php) and Zharina is in need of financial sponsorship to pay
the 13,250 Euro (627,210.92 Php) balance, her airfare (about 40,000 Php, one way) and pocket money (24,500 Php per
year, as recommended by the College). We would like to ask for your assistance in defraying the cost of her attendance.
We are trying to raise at least 377,500 Php for her first year.

“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”

For the past two scholarship cycles, we have dedicated slots for public high school graduates to be student ambassadors
of the country in UWC campuses. They are representative of the majority of the Philippine student population and our
selections aim to find the cream of the crop of the public high school system.
Zharina – who hails from Bambang National High School in Nueva Vizcaya – is our public high school nominee for this
year. We were greatly impressed during her interview and she performed very well in the selection activities we
conducted. She demonstrates excellence in academics and has a flare for leadership. She was elected Secretary of the
Supreme Student Government of her school, president of the Sons and Daughters of Overseas Filipino Workers Club in
her area, and president of her school’s Red Cross Council. She often serves as emcee for school events and she took on
the role of editor-in-chief of her school’s newspaper.
Zharina shows a quiet maturity and demonstrates a wisdom that is beyond her years. She communicates very well, and is
quite open to new things. She is kind, gentle, and has an ardent drive to help in the country’s development. Zharina shows
much promise, and attending UWC will surely make her bloom and equip her with skills necessary to make that
contribution to the country she dreams of making. We would like to share with you how excited we are at the prospect of
sending a student like Zharina to UWC.
Should you be interested in being a sponsor for Zharina, do not hesitate to email us at
selections.uwc.philippines.nc@gmail.com or contact us at +639178624343. If you would like to get in touch with her
directly, she can be reached at zharina.nikko07@gmail.com or at +639354290835. Feel free as well to take a look at her
online crowdfunding page: https://life.indiegogo.com/fundraisers/my-uwc-movement/dashboard#/manage.
Thank you, and good day.
Sincerely,

Nicole Lynne Naval Severino
UWC Philippines Main Contact
Pearson College year 24
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TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS
February 19, 2015
To whom it may concern;

This is to inform your office that the applicant, Zharina Nikko T. Casil, is a fourth year student in Bambang National
High School. As her class adviser and science teacher, I can say that she possess a strong determination to be on top of the
class based from her academic standing. She can managed to finished the task given to her individually and is very
enthusiastic to help her classmates in doing group activities whether inside or outside the classroom. Her leadership skills are
manifested by being an active leader in different school clubs by initiating and implementing programs and projects. Her
interests vary from singing and playing musical instruments like piano and guitar. Although she joined different activities and
contests in school or division based areas, she makes sure that she doesn’t sacrifice her time for her academic studies. She is
also very fluent in speaking up her thoughts during discussion in classes and can interact well with her subject teachers,
classmates and schoolmates. Her ability to adapt with new situations and pressures is very high as shown in her strong
determination to learn. She is highly motivated yet very humble to accept criticisms.
I hope this letter will serve her whatever purpose it may help her.

Sincerely,
DIVINA GRACIA M. JAZARENO

6 February 2015
Sir/Madam:
Greetings of love and peace!
It is with great pride and humility that I respectfully request that ZHARINA NIKKO CASIL be included in your list of potential
scholars. I personally know her as an intelligent, mature and motivated student.
I served as her coach in various academic competitions. She always gives her utmost in every task at hand. She is always
able to get along with friends as well as competitors. She has a great work ethic and that is the reason why she was
designated as the editor-in-chief of our school paper.
She may be a bit shy at times but she does have a good sense of what needs to be done. For the last 3 years, I have known
her to be a good young woman. She is a good student, a reliable leader, academically proficient and a God- fearing
individual.
In all humility, I personally think that she deserves the scholarship that you are so unselfishly offering.
Thank you very much and God bless. I remain,

Very truly yours,
Ronald S. Hernandez
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ABOUT THE UWC
MOVEMENT
UWC schools, colleges and
programmes deliver a challenging
and transformative educational
experience to a diverse cross

UWC makes education a force to
unite people, nations and cultures
for peace and a sustainable
future.

understanding so that the students
would act as champions of peace.
We remain committed to this goal
today but have expanded our
reach to embrace the tensions
and conflicts that exist within as
well as between societies.

section of students, inspiring them

UWC has 15 schools and colleges

to create a more peaceful and

educating students aged between

sustainable future.

12 and 19. The education at UWC

UWC was founded in 1962 with the
vision of bringing together young
people whose experience was of

schools and colleges is
underpinned by shared guiding
principles.

the political conflict of the cold

(Taken from

war era, offering an educational

http://www.uwc.org/about_uwc/d

experience based on shared

efault.aspx)

learning, collaboration and

Find out more at www.uwc.org.

Newsletter editor:
David S. Dionisio
Pearson College year 33
Have something for our newsletter? Send
personal updates, information on
projects, relevant news, and photos to
selections.uwc.philippines.nc@gmail.com
with the subject line: NEWSLETTER.

63 East Maya Drive, Philam Life Homes,
Quezon City, 1104
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