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INTERVIEW AND SELECTIONS AT PWU-JASMS
The finalists and UWC Selection Team at the selection of
new scholars, last March 1, 2015. Included in the
Selection Team were Ofel Sy (UWC Parent), Maribel
Dionisio (UWC Parent), Gigi Virata (Atlantic College),
Laura Pastores (UWC-USA), Andrea Liamzon (Pearson),
Judy Romero (Pearson), and Dav Dionisio (Pearson). 5
New Scholars (featured in this Newsletter) were
selected for slots in Li Po Chun, Pearson, Maastricht and
Robert Bosch.
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Alumni Feature:
Laura Angeline
G. Pastores
UWC-USA 2010

Facilitating at a youth leadership training
program
headed
by
nonprofit
organization, the Kaya Natin! Movement
for Good
Leadership

Governance

and

Ethical

Where are you based now?
Manila, Philippines
What have you been doing
these past few years since
UWC?
Got my Bachelor's Degree in
International
Business
from
Westminster
College,
and
started working last September
2014, with some dancing in
between!
What kind of work are you
doing today?

THE EXCEL TEAM - From left to right: Kai Keh
(Executive Director), Sheena Valenzuela
(Program Volunteer), Laura Pastores (M&D
Officer), Pauline Villar (Program Associate).

I
do
marketing
and
development strategies for a
non-profit organization, Excel
Center
for
Educational
Leadership
(Excel).
Excel
was established in June 2014,
and it aims to provide Philippine
public school principals with
leadership
development
training, focusing on personal
leadership
and
community
engagement.
As Excel's Marketing
and
Development Officer, I am in
charge of creating partnerships
with other organizations and
corporations.
As
a
newly
established organization, the
responsibility of getting our
name out there heavily relies
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on me. Aside from that, I come
up with fundraising projects
and regularly update our
donors.
Our main program, however, is
the Leadership Development
Program. Being the flagship
project
of
ExCEL,
the
Leadership
Development
Program (LDP) provides public
school principals all over the
country with personal and
professional
leadership
skill
building
for
their
holistic
development. As heads of their
respective institutions and as
advocates of lifelong learning,
the development of their
expertise in areas outside
pedagogical
concerns
is
integral.
What are some of your favorite
UWC moments?
Definitely the cultural shows! As
a lover of the performing arts, I
would always volunteer to be
part of various acts and
performances. My favorite was
gathering a bunch of friends to
dance the Tinikling with me for
the Middle East + Australia +
Asia Day (MAAD).
Another highlight of my UWC
experience was getting to
share a room with a person
lorem ipsum :: [Date]

from a different country, and a whole
different culture. It's one thing to be
friends with a fellow international
student, but it's a whole other thing to
actually live in one room with someone
so different from you in so many ways. I
learned so much from my roommates
both in year 1 and year 2. I loved it!
What
are
your
takeaways/lessons from UWC?

biggest

My biggest takeaway would probably
be to fully embrace the differences
among cultures. Not everyone will think
the same way you do, especially since
how we view the world is largely shaped
by our own culture, religion, and
upbringing. UWC taught me that
differences don't have to mean conflict.
Differences can be expressed through
dialogues
and
understanding.

The Excel Team with some of our LDP Fellows during our first training
session in San Fernando, La Union.

How does your UWC
experience continue
to help you today?
Knowing at least one
person from almost
every country in the
world makes this big
world
that
much
smaller, and to me
that's
actually
comforting. I love to
travel,
and
so
whenever I go some
place new, I know
there's always at least
one UWC friend I can
connect back with
again!
The
world
doesn't
seem
as
unfamiliar.
What are some plans
and dreams for the
future?
I'd love to possibly work for an
international
nonprofit
organization
someday. That, or run my own dance
company! But right now, i'm honestly still
figuring it all out. Let's see where life
takes me!
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With our organization, we get to work with different inspirational
people from different fields of expertise. From education, to politics,
to the corporate world. From left to right: Laura Pastores, Dr.
Rowena Banzon (Department of Education Superintendent), Dr.
Fatima Boado (DepEd Superintendent, San Fernando division),
Philippine Senator Teofisto Guingona III, Kai Keh, Sheena
Valenzuela, Pauline Villar, and Mr. Jess Lorenzo (Executive Director
of SEAOIL Foundation).
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Hello everyone! My name is
Nathan John Torento, but you
can call me Nathan. I am 16
years old and I come from
Chinese International School
Manila in Taguig. I
will be going to the
Pearson
College
UWC in the capital
Victoria in British
Columbia,
Canada
the
upcoming school
year.
As for me, I’d like
to say I try to be a
well-rounded
student, with a
personal
interest
for both artistic
and
scientific
pursuits
and
activities. However,
as of now, I guess
most of my interests revolve
around music and technology.
For my spare time, I like to
practice
piano,
compose
music, and talk to my friends. I
like to listen to all kinds of music
all times of the day (except for
heavy metal), but I especially
appreciate some OPM, Jazz,
and fairly recently, classical
music. I love learning anything
about new technology or
enhancing my knowledge of
computers, and really wish to
learn more about programming
or website design.
This is one of the reasons why in
College, although I have no
clear idea what course I wish to
take, I am thinking of taking a
Computer Engineering course
or a Film Composition course.
All in all, in the bright future that
I hope to build for myself, what I
want to achieve most is to
have a healthy lifestyle, a
healthy family, a
healthy
passion dedicated to serving
others, and a job that glorifies
the Lord.
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Someday, I wish to find a way
to repay the world for the
honoring education I have
received throughout my life.
After studying abroad, I want to

return to the Philippines as soon
as I can so that I may teach
those in my country what I have
learned, in any beneficial way
that I may think of (a way that I
still don’t know for now) – after
all, I was raised here and I have
come to realize the country’s
strong cries for help in its various
problems.

world, learning their cultures
and
languages,
and
understanding
their
perspectives
on
different
aspects of life or pressing issues
of today. I feel that
immersing oneself in an
environment with different
cultures will allow a person
to socially and intellectually
mature much more rapidly,
and will provide them with
the tools for wisdom that
they need to tackle life
head-on, especially new
ways to solve problems. Of
course, I also can’t wait to
be in a new country, a new
school with new teachers
and teaching styles, and
new land – I just love new
things.
On a last note, it is no
question that I will definitely
miss my classmates and family.
Therefore, I am counting on
being able to make as many
friends as I can in my new
school to help me adjust in to
this new path that life has taken
me to.

As for UWC, I can’t wait to be
immersed in a truly international
environment, meeting people
from quite literally all over the

New Scholar:

Nathan
John
Joquino
Torento
Pearson College 2017
lorem ipsum :: [Date]
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New Scholar:
Patricia Anne
Honrubia
Calma
Robert Bosch UWC 2017

It’s not everyday someone tells
me to make a short write up
about myself and upon reading
the request made by the
amazing Sir Dav to make one
for the newsletter, I was
particularly tempted to pretend
that I’m the most awesome 16
year old you’ll ever meet. But
then I figured I should be telling
the truth, not show the reader a
resume.
I am Patricia Anne H. Calma, a
sixteen year old who just
graduated
from
Batanes
National Science High School.
Yes, I came from Batanes, from
the smallest town in the smallest
island in the smallest province in
the Philippines. And (luckily) I
will be attending UWC Robert
Bosch College in Germany this
August. I had this mini lifeexistential questioning moment
when the National Committee,
5

bless them,
called me
when I was
having
a
walk and
informed
me that I
was in for
the
UWC
program.
Admittedly,
I was kind
of waiting
for the ‘I’m kidding’ punchline
on
the
other
end
but
fortunately there wasn’t any.
My interests, no matter how
varied or limited they may be,
includes humble travelling (I’m
not a world trotter, well, not
yet), reading, side activities like
painting
and
a
little
photography, writing and then
reading
some
more
and
sometimes, when life permits, I
do bathroom singing and
skydiving. Okay, cross the last
one out.
I was hoping to take a pre-law
course like AB Developmental
Studies or BS Political Science
and I am sincerely hoping to
not make it just a “plan”. I
have a very complicated
collection of dreams, some
deemed too impossible or
downright unassuming and
some, I believe are attainable

and reasonable like becoming a
writer of some sort, or maybe, if
God and life willing, a lawyer or
something in between those
two.
I can’t promise everything to the
Philippines, the mother country
that raised me, and the world
but I plan, no not plan but
convict myself to become as
useful as possible to the both of
them. I can promote social
awareness and do some very
simple charity work in the later
part of my life because by this
way, even in my small way, can
make a world for someone else
better.
Funny, I can’t even start to
enumerate the things I look
forward to doing in a UWC
because how could anyone?
The UWC movement has so, so
many things to offer that I’m
thankful for. I really look forward
to meeting other people and
carry the Philippine flag on my
back, travel the world finally,
learn new things that benefit not
just me but everyone else. The
possibilities are just that endless,
too many in fact that it made
me think “How could we do it in
2 years?”
Thank God for Netflix but
infinitely more so for UWC, really.

lorem ipsum :: [Date]
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Age: 18 yrs. Old
Most Recent
Trinity School

School:

Blessed

Interests/Passions: I have many
interests, I like to interact and
meet new people, I want to
share my ideas and want to
know also other ideas about
everything, I like reading articles
and blogs. I am into sports, I’m
playing
Rugby,
basketball,
volleyball and many more. I’m
also into public speaking, I
hosted many events in our
school and inside SOS Children’s
Villages Manila. My passion is to
lead and help a group of people
who are willing to make a big
difference in our society. I
believe that I can make a
positive change in the world by
helping others and sharing them
my experiences in life☺.
What you plan to take in
college: After finishing My UWC
School I’m going to get LLB
International Law course, I want
to help many people and want
to protect everyone by having a
broad
and
deeper
understanding on international
laws.
Dreams in life: I have many
dreams and goals in my life. First I
want to be a successful
international lawyer. I want it so I
will have a deeper and broader
knowledge and understanding
on the rights of the people
particularly in the children and
the youths. I want to have an
equal, peaceful and sustainable
future for the world to be a
better place to live in. Second I
want to travel the whole world to
view the beauty and harmony of
it, I want to learn many things
and want to know different ideas
in different countries. Third, I want
to
help
my
country, The
Philippines, I want a big change
for it when it comes to education
and political matters. I want to
have the best education that is
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accessible
to
every
Filipino
because I believe that through
education Philippines can get up
and can stand on its own. I want
a good governance to achieve a
peaceful and equal country for
the Philippines to grow more and
produce successful Filipinos.

New Scholar:

Even I become old I want a
continuous learning and want to
enjoy every moments in my life.

Li Po Chun 2017

What you want to contribute to
The Philippines and to the world
some day: Someday, I want to
contribute my experiences in life, I
want to share it to all people
particularly to the less fortunate. I
want them to see how dreams
and education can change their
lives forever because I, myself
have experienced to be a less
fortunate and through that they
will be motivated and start to
dream for themselves. For my own
country, I want to have the best
education that will be given to all
Filipinos to change our country
and to change the whole world. I
do believe what Nelson Mandela
said, “EDUCATION IS THE MOST
POWERFULL WEAPON WHICH YOU
CAN USE TO CHANGE THE
WORLD”.
What you look forward to doing in
a UWC: I’m looking forward to
different people I’m going to
meet and share my ideals with.
The activities that we are going to
do and the new journey there
where I can share and learn and
gain many life experiences. I
know that it will be a great
journey because as I read the
stories of the UWC Alumni’s all of
them are saying that UWC
experience is the best and a life
changing moments in their lives.
I am very excited to become a
part of UWC Family, I know this
journey I’m going in would be
great and memorable. I know
that I will learn a lot from here and
will experience many things that I
haven’t experienced in my life.

Jose Mari
“JM” B.
Bayuga

I’m getting ready to represent the
Philippines and to see the bigger
world. I am very thankful to God
for this wonderful blessings that he
gave me. I want to give thanks to
UWC
Philippine
Selection
Committee for believing that I
can do it and can represent the
Philippines to international level. I
will take every opportunity that
you will give and I will make sure
that it’ll not going to be a waste.
Thank you again for believing in
me, I will do my best to represent
our
country
while
gaining
learnings and experiences there.
I’ll do it not only for myself but for
the whole world. Special thanks to
SOS Children’s Villages Philippines
particularly to SOS Manila, My
beloved family where I was filled
with love, care and respect. I am
so happy that I will have another
family to spend with the rest of my
life.
Again,
UWC
Philippine
Committee Thank you so much
and God bless everyone.

lorem ipsum :: [Date]
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New Scholar:

Miguel
Raymund
Ojano Yusay

Li Po Chun 2017

I’m
Miguel
Raymund
Yusay from the Philippines. You
may call me Migs. I'm a fifteen
year old incoming first year at Li
Po Chun UWC. I studied in
Domuschola
International
School. I am the eldest among
three siblings. My mother and
father are entrepreneurs. Our
family believes in a simple yet
happy and fulfilling way of life.
We take pride in our belief in
God and we place great
importance in
helping our
fellowmen.
My interests include building
models and miniature places
from Lego blocks, reading books,
playing guitar and drums. In the
outreach programs that my
family had spearheaded and
joined, I usually played my guitar
and sang popular songs with
messages of hope, one of which
is Superheroes by the Script. This
is something I am excited to
continue in Hong Kong -- to give
7

children hope through music. I am
also very
passionate
about
football. I was one of the players
who represented my country to
the Gothia World Youth Cup in
Sweden in 2012. My goal is to join
Li Po Chun’s football varsity when I
get there.
During my early years, I
had always been fascinated with
computers and how they work,
especially in movie making and
song recording. I am also curious
in finding out how anything
mechanical works (i.e. motor
engines). Because of these, I plan
to take an engineering or an ICT
course in college.
As a child, I have
always wanted to do
something
of
great
importance,
and
be
someone
who
inspires
others
to
make
a
difference. This is why I am
eager to use my abilities
and talents to help my
countrymen especially the
needy, and to make a big
contribution
in
helping
save our environment. I
believe that the most
alarming
environmental
issues in the Philippines are
air and water pollution,
and the destruction of
wildlife
due
to
modernization. I join the
voices and actions of the
environmental groups that
push for the solution to these
problems and the preservation of
our
natural
resources
and
environment.
Witnessing poor children go
through the garbage for food,
work in the streets under the heat,
and even take illegal drugs to
escape their harsh realities deeply
move me. In the future, I will be
most
fulfilled
if
I
establish
sustainable
projects
for
the

indigent students and out-ofschool youth. I aim to partner with
organizations, both government
and nongovernment, in creating
sports, educational, and feeding
programs for the poor. Giving
these children hope by educating
and enabling them widens their
opportunity for a better future.
I look forward to join the
outreach programs in Li Po Chun
UWC, especially to orphanages
and the depressed areas. I would
also like to set up a fundraiser to
help Nepal recover from the
recent earthquake. I believe that
the life I will undergo and
experience in Li Po Chun UWC will

mould me into a stronger
individual, a better version of
myself. This would enable me to
be fearless as I create change for
a better world. I want to leave
you, the community, with words
from renowned journalist Thomas
Brokaw, “You are educated. Your
certification is in your degree. You
may think of it as the ticket to the
good life. Let me ask you to think
of an alternative. Think of it as
your ticket to change the world.”

lorem ipsum :: [Date]
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Mr. Lockey Answers Our Questions
Tess Lockey’s (Li Po Chun 2015) Dad, Grahame
Lockey, shares his thoughts about his daughter
attending UWC.
“I was very excited for her. I knew she was about to start
an experience that was going to be truly special and I
wanted to live through it with her vicariously. In fact,
secretly, I wished I could turn back my clock and go
through those two years alongside her. There are not a lot
of places that could get me thinking like that.”

experience of attending a UWC shaped her?

W

hat were some concerns having

Tess attend a UWC?
None whatsoever.
How do you feel about your daughter
being in a UWC?
I was very excited for her. I knew she
was about to start an experience that
was going to be truly special and I
wanted to live through it with her
vicariously. In fact, secretly, I wished I
could turn back my clock and go
through those two years alongside her.
There are not a lot of places that could
get me thinking like that.
What does she tell you about her
experiences at Li Po Chun?
Given how excited I was about what
lay in store for her, I wasn’t going to be
fobbed off with a handful of
adjectives, ‘fun’ on a good day or
‘tough’ on a bad one. She can get so
incredibly busy that I don’t hear from
her for a while, but then I’ll get a long
email that I can enjoy over breakfast
(and well into the morning, sometimes).
There won’t be many times where life is
so concentrated and so colourful for
her, or where she will have so much to
say about so many things.
From your point of view, how has the
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Tess went to a good school, but it did not give her international mobility;
UWC has. For many, global citizenship is an ideal; for Tess it’s a concrete,
everyday reality. I joked that from now on she could holiday all over the
world and never spend a centavo on accommodation. But making that
joke come true requires incredible social development and cultural
sensitivity, skills and a state of mind I see blossoming in her. It has also given
her a clear, almost precocious, sense of direction through the formal study of
art, which is her passion and – she has realized – her calling. What’s
happening alongside is that she is getting the intellectual scaffolding to
begin to build a future for herself in this field, or indeed any other.
We understand you also reside in Hong Kong. How has the experience of
being physically closer to your daughter been?
Her weekends are an essential part of the UWC experience and so we only
really get to see her between terms. But I do like the fact that she is nearby,
sharing the same weather, and that neither of us needs a plane ticket to see
each other. Hong Kong has been my home for many years now, and it is
also a pleasure to see her come to know it, and come to like it too.
Would you recommend UWC to other parents?
Milking a cow the old-fashioned way was hard on the hands; milking UWC
for all it’s worth is hard on every part of you: emotionally, socially and
academically. One child’s meat is another child’s poison and I think it’s
important to want to carry your flag with a smile on your face, to want to
make and sustain lasting friendships and to want to seize every opportunity.
You have to want to give an awful lot back too, as much if not more than
you’re given. To the parents of such a child who have the strength to give
him or her the gift of a global heart and the possibility of a global future,
whether they bring the world home afterwards or not, I would underline UWC
emphatically.
Is there anything else you'd like to say about UWC or your daughter's
experience?
Lots – but I’m conscious that there are only so many pages in your newsletter
and conscious also that Tess is only halfway through the experience. I think
the best time to answer this question is a year or two away.

lorem ipsum :: [Date]

Letter from a UWC Parent
An alumnus' father sent us the most heartwarming letter recently, and wished to
remain anonymous. Here is the grateful email we received which he consented to
share with all. Well done, NC!
Dear Gillian,
My wife and I would like to thank you, your father Mr. Cesar Virata and
the entire UWC Philippines organization for having given our son the
opportunity to become a UWC scholar, now an alumnus.
Right after completing his 2 year IB education in UWC and because of
it, he was able to obtain his scholarship [to an American college] in
[the USA].
I am very happy to
inform you that he has
just graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in
English
(Creative
Writing),
cum
laude
yesterday.
(We weren't able to
attend
the
commencement
program, but his mother will be going there to accompany him on a
visit to some relatives and tour a couple of great cities.)
As of now, he will apply and hopefully obtain a job with a US company
to gain formal work experience, at least for a year that he, as a
foreign student, is allowed to work.
Again, Thank you very much for the great and wonderful opportunity
for our son's education.
Our regards to you, your father, Nicole, Dav and everyone involved in
UWC Philippines.
And may God bless all of you dear friends.
Mr. and Mrs. UWC Alumni Parents
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ABOUT THE UWC
MOVEMENT
UWC schools, colleges and
programmes deliver a challenging
and transformative educational
experience to a diverse cross

UWC makes education a force to
unite people, nations and cultures
for peace and a sustainable
future.

understanding so that the students
would act as champions of peace.
We remain committed to this goal
today but have expanded our
reach to embrace the tensions
and conflicts that exist within as
well as between societies.

section of students, inspiring them

UWC has 15 schools and colleges

to create a more peaceful and

educating students aged between

sustainable future.

12 and 19. The education at UWC

UWC was founded in 1962 with the
vision of bringing together young
people whose experience was of

schools and colleges is
underpinned by shared guiding
principles.

the political conflict of the cold

(Taken from

war era, offering an educational

http://www.uwc.org/about_uwc/d

experience based on shared

efault.aspx)

learning, collaboration and
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David S. Dionisio
Pearson College year 33
Newsletter design by:
Nathania Aritao
UWC Costa Rica ’06-‘08
Have something for our newsletter? Send
personal updates, information on
projects, relevant news, and photos to
selections.uwc.philippines.nc@gmail.com
with the subject line: NEWSLETTER

63 East Maya Drive, Philam Life Homes,
Quezon City, 1104

Find out more at www.uwc.org.

