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01 MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE
UWC scholars and students from Acacia Waldorf School during the short course in same school in Sta. Rosa, Laguna

Dear UWC Philippines family,
A phenomenal year has whizzed by in a blink of an eye.
This year, with 5 new scholars to UWCs in China, HK, Canada, and
Singapore we enjoyed a Short Course like no other last July. Together
with the Acacia Waldorf School in Laguna, they had a truly immersive
chance to experience a taste of the transformational education to
come. We are grateful for the parents’ critical support that made it an
exceptional week living and learning together at an organic farm in lush,
green environment.
We’ve also become privy to some of UWC International’s greatest
decisions to date:
The NC Fund - a grant-giving opportunity where colleges return a
percentage of all income generated by NCs and we are invited to submit
proposals. These can then be used to fund any operational expenses we
need to move forward and do a better job of sending even more scholars.
This launches in September 2017 and we are currently putting together
our proposal together with the UWCPh Board, and you will be invited to
take a look at it once done for comments before it is sent in.
The International Selection Process - Direct Entry will now be made
possible to UWCs as was approved by the International Board (where
we currently sit as observers) last June in NYC. This will form a separate
selections process accessible to those who wish to apply to UWC and can
afford their places. It will fall under the same stringent standards as NC
Selections, to be run by the Committee of National Committees, or CNC
(where we are also a Vice-Chair). This is an interim solution to secure
better financial modeling for the movement. It also relieves the pressure
on NCs to find paying students for UWC within their existing Selections
Process.
Regional Representation - as part of the CNC we are one of three
representatives for the Asia-Pacific region. The Regional meeting
(which takes place once every 3 years) will be held this December 1-3 in
Singapore. Travel is funded by the IO and we are also allowed to send up
to 2 members if you should like to join (with travel costs being split as we
wish). Do let us know if you are interested.
Until Regional elections are officially held for the AP region after the
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meeting (which decide who will then be allowed to run for the 3rd ViceChair position on the Board), we are invited to join the UWC Council in
Freiburg, Germany this October. I will represent the CNC in the interim
together with Eva of UWC Germany and Laura, of UWC Argentina on the
UWC International Board.
You will be glad to find out that many of the initiatives which we began on
our own a few years back are starting to become commonplace practice
in UWC. The MoAs which we signed just last year are now part of what
UWC calls Generational Contracts, and these encourage all our alumni
to give back to the movement. If worldwide UWC enjoys only 7% alumni
donation, you will be encouraged to find out we have now moved to 35%
alumni engagement as we top our member list to 100+ scholars as of the
graduating class of 2018!
We welcome your further support and challenges as are always necessary
to our robust function, so we can serve a better experience to those who
join our movement later on. It has been a very rewarding year in many
ways.
Congratulations on these milestones, which are only possible with your
commitment, and thank you so much for the patience, enthusiasm, and
trust that you dedicate to our National Committee!
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RUBY REYES

UWC Pearson college, canada

International christian academy

“So many unexpected things have
molded me into a stronger, wiser,
and braver individual. I embrace
the unexpected, determined to
take everything the world throws
at me with grace and diligence.”
Many people think that the “conventional” is the only
best path to success, But Ruby defied this belief and
trudged the road less taken.
Ruby was homeschooled since 1st Grade, but contrary
to what most people think, she grew as a social
person—engaging with people from various origins and
experiences. Homeschooling opened opportunities
for her to meet people of different ages, cultural and
economic backgrounds. But it also gave her more time
to reflect on her experiences, and how this contributed
to her personality. Due to these reasons, she owes great
part of her personal development to homeschooling.
Growing up in a business environment, Ruby was
exposed to different ventures and practices until her
parents settled with organic products. This probably
sparked her interest in farming and helping farmers by
supporting their livelihood and developing their produce.
Nevertheless, she is still keen on assisting her parents in
their ventures from joining them in their business trips
to helping in trade fairs. Dynamic as she is, one can find
her out in fields, helping farmers plant rice, but also in
corporal areas, striking a deal with various CEOs.
As part of the youth, Ruby pours effort to cultivate youth
participation in her church community. In this community,
she developed herself and found her purpose of helping
other people. For the last two years, she has been a youth
leader. Her strong and brave resolve unfolded in these
years, and she grew to see the beauty of the struggle of
working with different people. No matter how difficult
the task is, she believes that her perseverance will bear
nothing but amazing fruit.
Ruby’s family and her background contributed
massively to who she is now. But it is her personal will
that impelled her to pursue the road less taken, and that
developed this seed. As she enters UWC in a few months,
she will discover more from herself and cultivate the tree
inside her, until it bears the fruit of success.
She is Ruby Reyes, and she is a new UWC Philippines
scholar.

How is it to live in a deeply intertwined bicultural life? Sonia,
an Ai Shin Outstanding Filipino-Chinese High School Student,
can help enlighten us in this regard. Brought up as both Filipino
and Chinese, she enjoys an enriching life from two different
cultures, bringing her “twice the fun.”
Being able to speak five languages—Filipino, Bisaya, Mandarin,
English, and Fokkien (a Chinese dialect)—Sonia tends to jump
from one language to the other. With her parents, she often
speaks Fokkien. In her Chinese classes in school, she speaks
Mandarin. But with her sister, she frequently switches between
Filipino, English, Fokkien and Bisaya.
Outside of her house, Sonia delves into her Filipino side. As
a child she would play Filipino games like piko and tumbang
preso. Growing up, she considers her friends as her family,
something that sprouted from being FIlipino.
As a student, Sonia has a knack for tackling a myriad of
challenges. She explores different fields of interest, allowing
her to represent her school in various competitions. She loves
sports, specifically Futsal, an indoor variation of football played
on a hard court. She, in fact, reaped accolades in this, being a
Champion in various leagues. But she also loves Math. Because
of her passion, she was already doing Calculus while still in
Grade 8. Sonia’s will to serve her school led her to the student
government in two different capacities, once as an auditor, and
then as the vice president.
She believes that she is principally more Chinese, but her
patriotism leans for the Philippines. In her belief, no two
cultures are alike, and that makes it all the great. As she comes
to a UWC, she will experience more diverse cultures, and will
first-hand see the “greatness” that all cultures have many
things that make them unique.
She is Eva Sonia U. Paredes, and she is a new UWC Philippines
scholar.

SONIA PAREDES

UWC changshu china

Philippine Academy of Sakya, Davao

“I’m most passionate about helping
my community and giving back.
I am passionate about this because
I know that I am very privileged.
I get to be happy, because of the
things that the people
around me have done.”

The Game of Thrones, Korean Pop, and Bureaucratic
Capitalism seem to be topics only fit for three different
personalities, but Amina is all those personalities being
the dynamic and bubbly person who she is.
People know Amina as an energetic person that they
tend to describe her as “hyper.” Her energy emanates
not only when she walks with her friends, but also when
she talks passionately about a myriad of topics from
an HBO series to political philosophy. But how good
she is in talking, she also is in listening. As a part of their
student government, Amina listened well to the pleas of
the studentry and acted to help them achieve a better
school community.
Amina’s definitive trait is her passion in theater arts.
She has been part of countless theater productions, and
has directed several plays in her arts school. Through
arts, she revels in the complexities of human behavior.
She explores the wonders and the tragedies of Filipino
through these art, and believes that art plays an
important role in helping Filipinos to understand the
problematic situation the country is now.
Being exposed to the Filipino’s plight in such a young
age, Amina understood the need to help and developed
the passion to help the country and its people, becoming
a catalyst for a positive change. Once acquiring the
necessary knowledge and skills, Amina would impart
this knowledge to those who need it, and promoting
awareness and action for our generation’s challenges.
Through this, she believes that she will achieve her
personal fulfillment.
Amina is voracious to understand the complexities of
the world, and to question society. But she also always
sings Disney hits and K-Pop songs at the top of her
lungs, and enjoy her favorite pastime, lying down on her
bed while dreaming about anything under the sun. As
she comes to a UWC, she will see more perspectives of
the world’s complexities with her peers from around the
world, while having late night tea talks, baking nights, or
even karaoke parties.
She is Amina Matavia,
UWC Philippines scholar.
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“I believe that the arts
is an important tool
in emancipating the Filipino
from the oppressive system that
we are in and cultivating
a citizenry that is vigilant,
critical and compassionate.”

AMINA MATAVIA

UWC of Southeast asia, Singapore

Philippine High School for the Arts,
Los Baños

“There is so much hate and despair
in the world; I believe that the
smallest bit of kindness, even in
the form of a mere smile, would do
much to play a part in abolishing
the vicious cycle of atrocity.”
People say that we lose something in giving to other people,
but Cassi believes that we gain more than what we give. We
gain love and happiness.
Cassi’s multifaceted experiences molded her to be an altruistic
person. Her upbringing as a Christian person exposed her
to service. As she grew more mature, she deeply resonated
with people’s struggles that she helps them at any capacity
possible. When she was seven, she started volunteering. At
ten, she started teaching public schools in rural areas. At 13,
she organized her own outreach events, including one for
Typhoon Haiyan victims. At 15, she began volunteering for
Philippine Red Cross. At 16, she worked for the government as
a volunteer counselor for a drug rehabilitation program.
Closest to Cassi’s heart is helping people find their own
voices. As she taught many children, with learning disorders
such as ADHD and disabilities such as deafness and autism,
she realized that it is important to nurture each person’s
potential, so they may develop to be the best versions of
themselves and eventually make valuable contributions to
the community. She once met a deaf little girl after having
taught a class in the Little Baguio Elementary School. Seeing
how her disability trapped her and kept her from expression
and communication moved Cassi deeply. That experience
compelled her to learn Filipino and American Sign Languages
for the sake of one day bringing the knowledge of the skill to
the little girl and the rest of the deaf community in the area.
Like her passion for service, Cassi’s talent and love for visual
arts are unwavering. She joined the Picasso Art Contest, an
international art contest for young artists, and won as one
of the “Star Artists.” She believes that the best things in life
are hand-crafted. In the process of creating her art and crafts,
she relishes every step, that upon finishing, the handiwork
holds much more meaning and gives her a much deeper sense
of pride and fulfillment. In creating commissioned work, she
assures that half of what she earns goes to charity.
Cassi has the passion to help people find their own voices. In
UWC, she will learn of voices of people around the globe from
different successes and woes. Her fire to serve will ever burn
bigger, to help these people gain their voices.
She is Cassi Paguio, and she is a new UWC Philippines
Scholar.

CASSI PAGUIO

Li po chun uwc, hong kong

Assumption College, Manila

A family does not need to always have children with their
real parents. Sometimes, as long as we feel the love from the
people whom we are always with, they are our real family.
Chayle, never knowing his real parents, spent a large part of
his life in SOS Children’s Village in Talamban, Cebu City. The
SOS Children’s Villages is an independent, non-governmental
international organization giving parental care and love
for orphaned children and also those who live in difficult
circumstances. The organization operates in 135 countries,
and there are eight villages in the Philippines.
Chayle views his time in SOS as a blessing and an opportunity
for him to grow. He went to SOS when he was ten years old,
and ever since he spent his life with other children like him.
In a house, he lives with about ten other children and one
“mother” who looks after them. Even though she is not their
biological mother, they treat her as if she is their real mom
who provides them discipline, care, and love. In SOS, he treats
his fellow children as his brothers and sisters, and that all the
people in SOS served as his true family.
In SOS, Chayle developed his skills and talents through
various programs and activities. Last summer, he facilitated
the sports festival. Whenever they would have visitors, Chayle
would share his interest and talent in singing and dancing.
Keen on developing himself further, he stepped out his
comfort zone and did public speaking. He chose to attend
workshops that will expand his knowledge and skills in public
speaking.
For Chayle and many others, growing up without a family is
tough, because they lacked the support and love that every
child needs. However, when Li Po Chun UWC allotted a full
scholarship for UWC Philippines, it was especially for a person
from SOS, and Chayle eventually happened to get that slot.
His experiences and perseverance paved the way for him
to great things like UWC. There, he will meet people from
different backgrounds whom he will share his life, tragedies,
and successes with for two years, and whom he can call
“family.”
He is Christ Chayle Densing, and he is a new
UWC Philippines scholar.

“You can either stand up
CHRIST CHAYLE DENSING
and be counted Li PO chun UWC, Hong Kong
or lie down Talamban National HIgh School,
Cebu
and be counted out.”
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03 DREAMS AND INSPIRATIONS IN VISAYAS
Zharina and Faith working with Pag-asa Youth Association of the Philippines (PYAP)

UWC scholars are always told to go make a
difference, and one scholar from the Philippines did it.
Zharina Nikko Casil (Maastricht ‘17), with the help
of Prayer Faith Caligan (Maastricht ‘18), initiated her
project, “Dreams and Inspirations,” in Visayas last July.
Zharina and Faith went to Bucari National High
School (BNHS) and Tina-an Elementary School
(TES) in Visayas to spread the UWC mission and
values, and to help students from these schools.
They held a symposium in BNHS, and shared their
experiences while they were both in UWC Maastricht.
Meanwhile
in
TES,
Zharina
and
Faith
donated several supplies to students there
with the help of teachers and school staff.
They also teamed up with Pag-asa Youth Association
of the Philippines (PYAP) to plant trees in Bucari.
Zharina’s project, “Dreams and Inspiration,” is a project
granted $1000 by GoMakeADifference, a UWCx
Initiative by Colin Habgood and his wife, Jill Longson
(AC ‘81).
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Prayer Faith Caligan (Maastricht ‘18) (L) and Zharina Nikko Casil (Maastricht ‘17) (R)

UWC is a global education movement
that makes education a force to unite
people, nations and cultures
for peace and a sustainable future.

Today, UWC has 17 schools and colleges on 4 continents, the majority of which focus exclusively
on the 16-19 year old age group: a time when young people’s energy and idealism can be guided
towards empathy, responsibility and lifelong action. These colleges teach the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma as their formal curriculum, a qualification that UWC played a major part
in developing, while also emphasising the importance of experiential learning, community service
and outdoor activities.
UWC schools and colleges all over the world deliver a challenging and transformational educational
experience to a deliberately diverse group of young people, inspiring them to become agents of
positive change in line with UWC’s core values:
- International and intercultural understanding
- Celebration of difference
- Personal responsibility and integrity
- Mutual responsibility and respect
- Compassion and service
- Respect for the environment
- A sense of idealism
- Personal challenge
- Action and personal example
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